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EDITORIAL

& Hzppy New Year, everyone, VWe're all going fo need one,
especlally 1f one's residence is in the Middle East,

Some of you may feel, however, just because you are not a
venber of HM Armed Forces you can avoid any obligations
of a remotely military nature, Sorry, you're wrong,
guys! In signing up to Chestnut Lodge you are commitied,
in 1991, to;

a) writing something for your favourite wargaming
publication (No, I don't mean Wergeaes [/lusirated),

and

b) orgamising & gqame 2t the Church Hall or Chestnut
Lodge,

¢) paying your sub on time,

You can't commit yourself to 2 more wvorthwhile New
Year's resolution!

Just to encourage you all this issue includes a free
pull-cut game - THE RUNES from your editor, If there is
sufficient demand expansion kits will be produced in the
future,

ANDY GRAINGER

DEADLINES

February issue; 28th JANUARY, to appear on 3rd February,
March issue; 25th FEBRUARY, 1o appear on 3rd March,

Due te & change of printers "Military Muddling" will
appear ut the Sunday meeting with effect from this issue,

CONTRIBUTIDONS

Basically, [ will accept contributions in any format as
long as | can sctually read what you have to say, If
they are short [ am even preparec te iake them over the
telephone, I{ would help, however, 1f you could submat
your contributions in single-spaced type in columns no
more than 10,5 cws wide, Make sure you use 2 good
quality ribbon,

[ have no access to a photocopier so, if possible, please
submit your material in a ‘camera-ready' format,

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
There will be a short business meeting before BRITISH
BREAKOUT at the meeting on Sunday 3rd February 1981, The
following topics wall be discussed

a) Role of officers,

b) Election of officers

¢) Financial statement

d) Constitution / Ales

e) Merger of Streatham & Tooting Clubd,
f) Shows (SELWE, Salute etc),

NEWS

That famous club, the South London Warlords, is holding 2
nuaber of invitation games 2t a rate of one Saturday per
nonth, Each day is designed to provide an opportunity
for wargame personalities and clubs of international
repute to present the very best in games, techniques and
ideas, [Despite this, CLWE have actually been asked to
put on 2 game, The Committee, after the most careful
deliberation, have selected The British Breakout, @
Normandy aap game by Andy Grainger, for our prseniation,

Further details of the South London Warlerds' programme
are available from Jim Vallman,

Details of the venue will be available next month, once
[ have obtained an explanation of the sap provided on the
Varlords' Salute leaflet,

(Note that this brings about 2 change 1o the CLUE
rproganne on 3rd February, The game on that date will
now be Eneny Coast Ahead),

Simon Dunster, of Milton Keynes Wargames Club has
contacted Andy 6rainger with & draft set of rules
conplementing and codifying Bocage Battle, Andy's
Normandy skirmish game, he new rules siress the
importance of troop quality, tactical formations (of
limited variety) and morale, but require clarification
before Andy felt able to playiest them,

A membership statenent from Gordon Mclllroy, our nev
Treasurer, can be found lzier in this issuz,

DREAMS OF EMPIRE

Dreams of  Empire, the nmegagame of the French
Revolutionary Wars, takes place on 16th February at the
Church Hall,

B; now you should have received a booking slip and a note
of your role, The game is well subscribed so do not
delay in returning your slip, and cheque, to Brian,

Briefing boorlets are being produced, Expect to receive
them towards the end of January,

If you want to take part and have not yet applied you
should centact Brian Cameron very rapidly,

YES THANK YOU, § HAD

ANICE CHRISTMAS .
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TREASURER'S STATEMENT
EOARDGAMES
temdership List
The current paid-up membechip of - *With blitzkrieg speed, " reports the Wall Street Jourmal,
Group is ]?IPM uh%ch 10 a,.Ep poaidﬂ_ﬁsmuttiIf.eucicgtemgrglagnge]_' "two new Middle East war board games, Gulf Strike/Desert
in line vith the new membership ye T : ghield and Arabian Nightsare: The Kuwait ¥ar, are rushin
: P ear, The 17 to sarket, A third, the Butcher of Baghdad, 1is expecte%
to be out early next year," James Dunnigan, editor of
NANE PAID UNTIL Stategy 4 Tactics, concedes; "If people accuse me of
mzking money over @ person’s dead body [ quess I'd have
to plead quilty,” In Arabian Nightmare, for instance, &
Grahan Breed 1 Oct 9] player can take CBS News anchorman Dan Rather hostage and
0ct 9 9
Seian Ckaron 1 Oct 9] shoot hin to gain extra points,'
Dave Easthas | My 91 The Guardiam Saturday 23rd December 1990,
Andy Grainger I Oct 91 ; ; .
Aithun Bk 10t 9] ﬁ‘gf?;_w re;affs: faa;o‘g&mrng wefe;s m:ydre;wsaber thr ;;;
3 readers o were treated te a I
John Harris I Jul 9 sanctinonious humbug from Ounnigan that the magarine
Id pet design gawes  for the wilitary-industrial
Peter Knowlden | Jun 91 PO 0 I - .-
compley,  SFI then produced Firefight, but that was Of,
Peter Lavson I 0ct 9] he clalned, because 1t was only & game 'simulating' a
Terry Martin 1 fug 91 training exercise, " [n any evegf I understand that S&7
has changed hands and that Mr Dunnigam has been sacked
Gordon Melllroy 1 Jun 31 (again),
John Merritt I Jun 9]
Neil Parker 1 Aug 91
Mukul Patel I Oct 91
Rave. Soske et 3 CUTTINGS & CARTOONS
John Seaton 1 Oct 91 If any readers come across newspaper items or cartoons
Jis Vallean 1 Oct 91 vhich they think may be of interest to readers would they
please send a cutiing to the editor,
Derek Young 1 0ct 91
If you are not on this list and wish to become a member "Nann : V -
plezse forward your cheque, made out to CHESTNUT LODGE h!}erc.ly C;'”ést“s' 1o Nf“' Year®, [Inscription on a U$
VARGANES GROUP, to Gordon Nclllroy, cluster bowb targetted at the Iragi aray,

INOUR ECOLOGICALLY
AWARE CHRISTMAS PLAY
MY CHARACTER..

641

y%G

- HAS GREEN POLICIES ON |
POPULATION CONTROL. .

Wi

7 =
e i

The Christmas play thisyear is Green
and Albect hopes fo steal his scene.

e lights go down, #he howseis packd
Our‘é

at prepares to over-act.

| PLAY HEROD.

7

He plays the man who wars 2 crown
And keeps the population down.

Paﬁe 2
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Shooting up on
computer
mind games

Second sight |
Judith Williamson

IDEO games have

been much in the

news recently. Com-
puter pages review their
technology, while features
(as in last Saturday’s Inde-
pendent) usually focus on
Japanese marketing tech-
nigues and effects on kids.
Nowhere have [ read a de-
scription of what it’s like to
play these games; those fam-
iliar with them wield a
closed-off computer-speak,
while the unfamiliar hover
like anxious Luddites on the |
margins of a technology their
children understand better
than taey do.

Video games appear para-
sitic on other forms — S
books, myths, real events —-
bringing us Turtle games,
Alice in Wonderland games,
Camelot games, WWII games
and so on. In fact, this the-
matic dressing is merely a
way of making abstract pro-
cesses meaningful, a bit like
the way school maths pre-
tends to be about things like
how many football tickets
you can get for a tenner. For
despite the range of themes
there are basically four struc-
tural types of computer
game. ,

The simplest is the arcade- |
type game that gives off elec-
tronic POWS and neep neeps,
known in the trade as
shoot’em ups and beat’em
ups. Flying globs, thematised
as tennis balls, spaceships,
bullets, or in the wackily-
themed Monty Python game,
flving fish, shower out of the
side of the screen and with a
handle that controls the
equivalent of a bat, the player
has to field them. Success is
rewarded by further unfold-
ing of the game — ie the globs
fly around in new locations.
The further you get, the more
vou see, and the aim is to get
as far “in” as possible, to
have the game completely un-
fold before you.

A similar unfolding takes

1
place in “adventure” games,

like Virgin's new Wonder-
“land, based on Lewis Carrol’s
book. This takes the player
through a variety of situa-
tions, where choices can be
made (lift the key . . . drink
from the bottle, etc) with,
again, the nltimate aim of . .
moving through all possible
locations. The right choice is
the one that moves yon on.
This type of game gives the
player the illusion of infinite
choice and indeed, there are
few “sensible” choices which
have not been anticipated:
your brain is, as it were, mov-
ing inside an area already

| mapped out by another brain,

but this is never apparent un- :

less you reach a “wall”, i

through a perverse choice the
computer is unprepared for

(“‘eat the key”).

The capacity to home-in on

\close-ups of locations, and the |

Mackintosh-type way choices |

“take you “through” into new
choices, do give a sense of ex-

| ploration, spaces within

| spaces of the computer. How-

| ever, the most literal sense of

| space comes with simulation

| games, where the screen
forms, for example, a 2-d rep-

, lica of the perspective from a
moving plane (these are vari-
ants on those old arcade

. games called “Driving Test”).
A simulation game currently
in preparation is Shuttle, de-
veloped with help from
NASA, and replicating pre-
cise details of a NASA shuttle
interior and controls.

Finally, there are the strai-
egy games where yon have to
juggle factors whose mutual
effects are already pro-
grammed: for example, in Su-
premacy (an Interplanetary
Domination Struggle) you can
tax your planet’s citizens but

_if taxes are too high the birth
rate drops. If the population
is large, you can recruit more
troops for the Struggle, but
troops don’t pay taxes, ete,
etc. More creepily, in Con-
flict, a Middle East Themed
game, “your” aim is to des-
tablise the Arab states around
you (“you" are prime minis-
ter of Israel).

5

It's easy to see how objec-
tionable Conflict's ideology
is; but the point is, in line
| with that ideology, causes
| and effects are predetermined
(e.g. amass too many troops
on the Syrian border and
Syria will attack you).
HAT you learn,
with all these
games, is the game
itself. It is not the themes
which flesh out their opera-
tional structures, but the
mechanism of those struc-
| tures that the successful
game-player comes to know
and master. You learn the
right angle to field off a par-
ticular flying fish. You learn
which bottle to drink from in
wonderland. You learn how
to juggle the parameters set .
for you in Conflict, the flight
control system in Shuttle.
But most interesting is the
| way that in all but the strat-
| egy games, the “draw” for
the player is accession to

secret places which open up

+as you master the techniques,
There is something primal

| about this drive into the
screen: it’s like a sexual ex- |
-ploration, the game lets you —
into its hidden landscape, ~
and you get a’little farther &

'each time you play. Butit’s w

! also —and the two are linked
in reality — like an analogue

: of the workings of the mind

' itself. The exploration of
inner space is one of our

- greatest capacities. Yet with
computer games, it isn’t your

' | own mind you explore, it's the

. kind which programmed the
. procedure. Trying out these
i games, I felt my mind har- -
nessed o someone else’s,
forced to the pace of the -~
".screen. Ultimately, for all the
- worry about war themes,
shoot’em ups and so on, these
games aren’t about domina-
tion, but submission. Try fig-
uring out the appeal of that.

Ey -

THE GUARDIAN

Thursday;December 20 1990

Nilfug,

- COMNISSION -
Mark Hone, who teaches in Bury, Lancs, seeks
wargane designs to help him in his lessons,
The design criteria are:

a) Venue; One classroon

b) Nunbers; 8 - 14 x 16/17 year olds

¢) Tine; | % 36min and | xg

d) Kit, cheapo, less than £10 per gane

e) Subject; any but post-1900 for preference

w\esgfﬁiysus?? fndy Callan's

addy Griffith's Men ﬁ?ainsi
Eire end Tom Mouat's Courtroom Chags from
Nugger 38, He has also used role-playing
techniques to illustrate the Battle of the
Sonme to a class of 11 and 12 year olds, An
article about this game will appear in a future

Have any CLWG members any ganes that would meet
these design criferia? Y

interested in designing one? Brian's 4gj
commiiiee gane sounded an ideal educational

vehicle and [ may produce a committee game from
By own Qmuds_m_lﬁa_btesi material,

0 min period / week

f not, is anyone
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GULF CRISIS

There may not be many laughs in the Gulf for some time,

Let us seile while we can,

S E

21and Lasy

fAny army reservicts not tempied by the whopping £200
bonus to ‘volunteer' for a brown Christmas might be
tempted to try the Heseltine method to aveid a time-
consuning career-break, As a National Service Guards
officer, young Michael offered himself as an Independent
in & byelection, Didn't get im, losi his deposii and
vhat's worse, wasn't allowed to finish his draff, Next
byelection saw a couple of hundred squaddies pulling the
same stunt,  But that was then, and this is now,
Loophole tharou?hly plugged by the Servants of the Crown
(Parliamentary Candidature) Order, 1960, Thanks, Mike,

And Now,

especially for Peter Knowlden

CAMERA OBSCURA

Come out of the :
wilderness, Doc, we've
\ gota job for you in the

1] rf.

Anyone still inclined to give Saddam Hussein ihe benefit
of the doubt should note that President Kurt Faldheiw
intends to undertake = state visit io Oman from January
12-14, The Vienna Daily Kronen-Zeitung said *it could
not be excluded that he intends to make z stopever 1n
[raq for contacts at' the highest level,” The report
continued, *If anyone has access to Presicent Saddam 11
15 President Waldheim, "

are Missing

Intense envy of British technological superiority is
already energing from the Gulf, threatening to split the
cosy co-cperation beiween the allies, Warrant Officer
Carl Homan demonsirated the Bag, Mark 1, Hessian, sand
for the use of, "Its got binding power," he declared
vith evident pride, ‘not like this," This was an
inferior looking khaki plastic bag favoured by the US and
Saudi zilies, "The Americans have got 1o getl back 1o
natural fibre," Extrz gquards zre being posied after a
nunber went missing, 'relocated’ in American positiens,
Heanwhile our boys, who would like to hold thelr heads
high, are being advised not to,

BY CAPLIN & JEREMY

At least there are no s
Saturday night.drunks to
stitch up in Saudi

Doc, your 83 hours };

are nearly up

YOURE KIDDING!
YOU SHOT YOUR

JUST THE
OWN OFFI/WG? DUMB ONES,
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THE OLD ENGLISH RUNE POEM
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Wealth is s comfort to one and all,
But he must share il who hopes to cast
His lot for judgement before the lord

The Avrochs is single-minded, with horns
hscending high, a flerce horn-fighter
Stamping hic moors, s striking best!

The Thorn is most sharp, an evil thing
To toke e grip on, extremely grim
For any man who resls among them!

The Mouth is origin of every speech
Support of wisdom and wWise men's comfort,
Esse and hope to every noble.

Riding for a hero inside the hall
ls seft, more strenuous when estride
A great horse pounding the long mile poths

The Torch, femilier to the living aflawme,
le blinding and brillient; 1t burns most often
Where royal folk are at rest within

Giving, to men, is en ornament
Displaying worth = and to every outcast
Without eny other is substance and honhour.

Joy is for one who knows little of wou
Unhampered by sorrow he will have
Bright fruits ond bliss and buildings enough.

Hail i1s whitest of grains. It whirle from the sky
Whipped by the gusting wind, then turns into watler.

Need 15 & tight band on the breest, but {t often can be
Turned into an omen of help, 1f sttendcd to early.

Ice is overcold, very slippery. -
1t glistens like glass, most like a jewel,
A floor made of frost, fair to see

The Season is hopeful when heaven's king
Allows the fields to blossom forth
A bright sbundance for rich and poor.

Yew on the outside is an unsmooth tree
But strong end firm, the fire's gusrdian,
Upheld by deep roots, a joy to the home

A lively Tune means lsughter and gemes
Wnere brave folk eit in the banquet hall,
Beer—drinking warriors blithe together.

Eel-grass grows mos! often in fen,
Waxes in waler, grimly wounds,
Burning with stlripes of bleod the cone
Who tries to gel a grip on it.

The Sun to seafarers alweys means hope
When they ferry across the fishes' bath
Till the horse of the seas brings them 1o the harbour.
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Tir 1s & &pecial sign. With princes
Tt keeps failh well, 1s ever on couree
Over the night's dark; it never falls,

The Poplar is& fruit-less, even eo puts forth
Shoots without seeding, has shining cwosn:um
tigh {n an ornamented helmel,

Leden with lesves, in touch with the mxmn

The Horee before peers is 8 princely joy
Stepping oul proudly when spoken of

By wealthy riders all around him -

And Lo one who's unguiet he {6 ever n comfort

A Man In his gladness 16 dear to his kinsman;
Yel each must fail the friend he loves

For Lhe lord in his judgement will allot

Thel unfortunate flesh Lo Lhe earth

Waler to landsmen seems overly long

If they must go on the galloping ship,

And the cen-waves scere them excessively,

And the horse of the ses heeds nol his bridle

Ing at first was seen by folk

Among the East Danes, till afterwards he
Went over the waves, followed his wagon.
Thus the Heardings named thie hero

Home 15 beloved of everyone humon,
If there he moy properly and in peace
EnJoy in the hall e frequent harvest,

Doy, God's marrisge, is dear to men:
The great lord's light meons gladness end hope
To rich end poor, a profit to all,

Oak on this earth is useful to men

As fodder for plgs - end often it feres

On the gannet's bath, where the spesr-sharp ses
Tests {{ the ook has noble limber,

The Ash looms high, beloved of men,
In s firm position holds well to its place
Though mony foes advance to fight 1t

The Bow is » joy to princes end nobles,
A reminder of worth, looks well on o steed,
Quick in ite course, fine equipment!

The Besver is s river-fish. Though 1t always ranges
For food on lend, it hos o fair dwelling
Lapped round by water, where it lives happily

‘he Dust is dreadful to every noble

When suddenly the flesh begins

To cool, and the corpse must choose the earth
As bleek bedfellow. Bright fruits [ell,

Joys poas away, covenanis fall

RUNE COUNTERS

Round Rune

Rune Stave



